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Since 2007 Foto-Medium-Art has been located in Krakow city centre and
co-managed by its second director, art historian Krzysztof Siatka.

The Gallery represents emerging (Codemanipulator®, Kinga Dunikowski)
and established (Jan Berdyszak, Wincenty Dunikowski-Duniko, Natalia LL,
Andrzej Lachowicz, Zdzistaw Sosnowski) contemporary artists.
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opened in Wroclaw in October 1977.
It has been managed since then by
Jerzy Olek, the inspirational force
behind one of the most prominent
and dynamic art movements.
From its inception the gallery has
continually focused on exhibitions
of the Polish and international
avant-garde. Its interests have
always ranged beyond the tradi-
tional understanding of an exhibi-
ting institution, into innovative
relationships with film, video, new
technologies, architecture, music
and contemporary cultural theories.
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In the last thirty years the Gallery
has organized over 350 exhibitions,
seminars and performances.
Among the many Foto-Medium-
Art events very important have
been foreign expositions such

as the presentation of 19205 and
1930s photography (Man Ray,

El Lisicki, L. Moholy-Nagy, Bauhaus),
exhibitions (H. Fulton, R. Long,

H. Darboven, U. Rosenbach), and

a presentation of the Czech and
Slovak avant-garde (). Moucha,

R. Sikora, P. Stembera). Apart from

group exhibitions, Foto-Medium-
Art has regularly staged individual
presentations i.e. those of E. Hart-
wig, S. Waojnecki, W. Duniko-Duni-
kowski, M. Snow, J. Kosuth,

R. Sachsse, Ch. Boltanski. To the
largest events organized by the
Callery belong biennial exhibitions
under the title West-East (1989-
1999). Amongst its other major
events was New Spaces of Photo-
graphy, involving 131 artists from
24 countries (Christo, Ch. Boltan-
ski, A. Messager, J. Fontcuberta,
G. Rousse, F. Varini, A. Saltau,

T. Ulrichs, H. Tas, S. Saito, B. Webb,
J. Hilliard). In 1996 the Gallery
changed premises and became
engaged in the organization of
exhibitions in various locations
around the world. The Gallery has
been gathering documentation on
the artistic activities of contempo-
rary artists since 1977 and is
involved in publishing.



©FOTO-MEDIUM-ART

FOTO-MEDIUM-ART

JANBERDYSZAK

re

Professor Jan Berdyszak’s artis-
tic projects cover a wide range

of fields and technigues, among
others painting, graphic design,
sculpture, installations and pho-
tography. He is also the author of
the stage designs for theatre per-
formances. The interdisciplinary
activity of the artist is accompa-
nied with a detailed theoretical
reflection. What distinguishes his
art is analytical attitude, acade-
mic character and a consistently
realized concept. The artist arran-
ges his experiments and projects
in series in which he deliberates
on diverse variations of particular
problem. Sometimes he takes

up the already finished threads
anew and finds a continuation
for them in consecutive series.

The character of his creative method,
which is open to new experiments,
is well explained by the words he
jotted down in his sketchpad and in
which he analyzes one of the key
notions of his art. “Transformation
is something like a bridge that not
only connects the two banks but
also leads to another one”.

Berdyszak's observations concen-
trate on the issue of space, which
he defines as the original being,
and also density, darkness, void,
transparency and potentiality.

From 1962 till 1964 the artist was
working on a series Double Circles,
in which he undertook an attempt
to overcome the traditional way
of constructing a picture. These
problems were later continued in

the series, started in 1963, Compo-
sitions of Circles whose open form
was described by the term integral
format. In 1965 he made Structural
Painting with an Opening Ill, which
marked a new stage of experiments
connected with the introduction of
real space into a painting. Parallel
to the series of paintings, he made
sculpture projects (Sketched) and
stage designs. Shows of Animated
Art (1966-1970) are a reflection on
the problems that bothered the
artist; they are a series of ephe-
meral activities connected with
light, words and movement. The
decade of the 70s brought pene-
tration of issues related to space.
Then, Berdyszak's deliberations
focused on the notion of sacrum,
time-space continuum and infinity.
The series from that time include
Transparent (1970-1979), Frames of
the East (1972), Silence (1972-1975),
Reserved Seats (1973-1976), Infinity
(1975-1977), Beams of the Cross

Jan Berdyszak
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(1977-1988). The 80s brought the
following projects: Fragments as
Radical Wholes (1982-1984), Others
to Bases (1982-1384), States of
Morality (1985-1987), At the Stone
(1986-1988), Neither Necessity

Nor Possibility (1987-1995), Beamns
(1988-2001). Since 1990 the artist
was working on a series Passe-pas-
tout whose continuation is Aprés
Passe-par-tout, which has been
realized since 2000. The artist uses
here the classical solution, which is
a kind of painting frame which di-
rects the viewer towards the empty
inside. At present, the artist is also
waorking on the series Photographic
Re-Installations (continued since
1992), Covers (continued since 1995)
and Aftercovers.

an Berdyszak (born 1334), from
952 till 1958 studied at the
Sculpture Department of the State
College of Fine Arts in Poznan (now
Fine Arts Academy), in which he

is lecturer now. He participated

in numerous exhibitions both in
Poland and abroad. His works were
exhibited in the Foto-Medium-Art
Callery in 1980,1986, 1995 and 2007.

His works have been analyzed in
many publications. Their authors
are among others: Bozena Kowal-
ska, Alicja Kepinska, Anna Grzegor-
czyk, Grzegorz Dziamski, Jan Kuro-
wicki, Dorota Folga-Januszewska.

The artist’s works have been
purchased by museums and private
collections (among others: National
Museums in Warsaw, Cracow, Wroc-
taw; Art Museum in £6dz, Staat-
liches Museum in Berlin, UNESCO
Collection in Paris, The Kosciuszko
Foundation in New York, Museum
of Fine Art in Boston, Puszkin
Museum in Moscow).

In honor of his merits for culture he
was appointed a Knight of Polonia
Restituta Order (1988) and an
Officer of Polonia Restituta (2001)
as well as he received the Doctorate
Honoris Causa of Fine Arts Academy
in Bratislava (1999).
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Jan Berdyszak, Generator of efeme-
ral photographies, 2007, four green
mirrors, 4 x(47x160) cm

Worl shown during the exhibition

Jan Berdyszak, Generator of efemeral photographies. Photographic re-instalations, Foto-Medium-Art gallery, Krakéw 2007
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Jan Berdyszak, Momentary Re-installa-
tion Il, 1993, black-white photography,
60,3 x 86,7 cm, edition: 1/2

selected exhibitions

Jan Berdyszak, Photographic re-instal-
lations, Muzeum Slaskie, Katowice,
2004.

Jan Berdyszak, Generator of efemeral
photographies. Photographic re-in-
stalations, Foto-Medium-Art gallery,
Krakéw 2007
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Jan Berdyszak, Reinstalacja obrazo-
genna, 1993, black-white photography,
Edition: 2/2

selected exhibitions

Jan Berdyszak, Photographic re-
installations, Muzeum Slaskie,
Katowice, 2004.

Jan Berdyszak, Generator of efe-
meral photographies. Photographic
re-instalations, Foto-Medium-Art
gallery, Krakéw 2007
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Jan Berdyszak, Two transparancies,
1991/2006, black-white photography,
90x59,5 cm, Edition 3/3

selected exhibitions

Jan Berdyszak, Photographic
re-installations, Muzeum Slaskie,
Katowice, 2004.

Jan Berdyszak, Generator of efemeral
photographies. Photographic re-in-
stalations, Foto-Medium-Art gallery,
Krakéw 2007
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Jan Berdyszak, Passe-par-tout
(red), 1993, plywood, canvas

work presented during the show:

30th Anniversary Show,
Foto-Medium-Art gallery,
Krakéw, 2007.
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FOTO-MEDIUM-ART GALLERY
ul. Karmelicka 28/12
31-128 Krakéw, PL

Tel./Fax: +48 12 4291491
E-Mail: info@foto-medium-art.com
Opening hours: Tue-Fr 14.00-19.00, Sa 14.00-18.00

-medium-art. TH



